
Getting the most out of the 

CoSTEY & CoST Dashboards 

TAILORED PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

 

with Dr Tessa Daffern 

 

TAILORED WORKSHOPS FOR YOUR SCHOOL 
Dr Tessa Daffern offers online and/or face-to-face tailored professional development so that teachers can get 
the most out of the CoSTEY Dashboard and/or the CoST Dashboard. 
 
Designed to suit your current school context, professional development workshops can either be used to refine 
your existing implementation across the school or to introduce teachers to an explicit, linguistic-focussed 
approach to spelling instruction using the CoSTEY Dashboard (for the first 3 years of school) and/or the CoST 
Dashboard (for Years 3 to 6, or for secondary school students requiring intervention). 
 
Workshops are tailored to your school needs to offer interactive learning experiences. Dr Daffern can provide 
teachers with practical advice and ample opportunities for practice to ensure successful implementation of the 
resources in their school. The tailored workshops can prepare teachers to confidently refine curriculum 
planning, assessment and teaching to support and enhance their students’ spelling skills. 
 

Examples of what the workshops can include 
▪ A summary of the research underpinning the CoSTEY and CoST Dashboards 
▪ An overview of the CoSTEY and CoST Dashboard structure and materials 
▪ CoSTEY and CoST assessment protocols, strategies and data interpretation to inform instructional 

decisions, including differentiation 
▪ Refining your scope and sequence or adapting the existing CoSTEY & CoST scope and sequences 
▪ Aligning the CoSTEY and CoST Dashboard activities to your scope and sequence and/or decodable texts 
▪ Strategies for teaching the linguistic skills of spelling (phonological, orthographic, morphological) 
▪ Strategies for connecting spelling instruction with other aspects of the curriculum 
▪ Demonstrations and practice activities to consolidate understanding 
▪ Lesson observations followed by reflective professional conversations 
 
Start planning now for 2026. Don’t miss this unique professional development opportunity to enhance your 
school’s curriculum planning, assessment and teaching practices. 

Presenter 
Dr Tessa Daffern is co-director at Literacy Education Solutions and Adjunct 

Associate Professor in the School of Education (SOLAR Lab) at La Trobe University, 

Australia. Tessa’s areas of research primarily focus on spelling and writing, and her 

award-winning research is published in national and international research journals. 

Tessa regularly works with schools and education departments across Australia and 

internationally, helping to build teacher capacity for effective literacy teaching. Tessa 

recently served as academic advisor and syllabus writer in residence for the NSW 

Education Standards Authority in Australia (NESA), writing the English syllabus and 

teaching advice. Prior to her career in academia, Tessa was accredited as a Highly 

Accomplished Teacher.

Discuss and plan your next tailored workshop with Dr Tessa Daffern 
Email: admin@literacyeducationsolutions.com.au 


